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OVERVIEW OF 
PIERCE COUNTY LIBRARY
•	 Established in 1946.

•	� Includes unincorporated Pierce County and 
15 annexed cities and towns.

•	� Served approximately 602,000 people through 
20 locations and with mobile and online services.

•	� Operates as an independent taxing district and 
reports to a volunteer board of trustees.

FAST FACTS 2017
18 million	 Minutes read in 
		  Summer Reading

6,615,212		 Books/materials checked out:

	 5,063,258	 From shelves 
	 1,136,342	�� From online e-books and 

	 audiobooks
	 415,612	 From online databases/ 
		  e-sources 

5,631,475	 Visits:

	 2,097,680	 To 20 libraries 
	 3,533,795	 To websites 

	 322,744	 Cardholders

	 110,000	 Event and class attendance
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LEARNING
YOUR Library supports growth and 
curiosity, so children enter kindergarten 
ready to learn and you can navigate 
the real world and meet your goals.
 
Boosted STEM skills.
From Science to Go with books 
and activities for children to 3D 
printing classes for all ages, 
the Library System offered a variety of in-library classes 
and online resources to bolster science, technology, 
engineering, and math skills and interests. More than 
4,000 people attended events to learn more about the 
celestial event of the century—the solar eclipse.

Helped people get jobs.
Job+Business Centers with computers, 
expert assistance and resources as well 
as 118 workshops and 1:1 support 
helped improve job skills for 1,470 
people.

Prepared young adults 
for life after high school.
Dozens of Life after High School 
workshops presented young adults 
with information and resources 
about going to college, financial literacy, building job skills 
and starting a career.
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Expert Job Help At Your Library
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Memoir Society 

The Memoir Society honors those who 
have named the Pierce County Library 
Foundation as a recipient of future gifts 
through their financial or estate plans, 
or who have made a substantial gift 
to the Foundation’s endowment. As a 
Memoir Society member, you’ll join a 
select number of individuals who 
strongly believe in public libraries.

Wanda Burkett
Dean Carrell
Theoria Engstrom *
Clara Ladd
Liz Lufkin
Don and Nancy Pearson
* Deceased

2017 Gifts in Honor/ 
         Memory of

In Memory of Lee Anderson 
	 Anonymous

In Memory of Leif Bjorseth 
	 Rondi Boskovich

In Memory of Roy D. Booth 
	 Julie A. Booth

In Memory of Lola Brunson 
	 Luella White

In Honor of Tom and Shirley Carleson 
	 Cheryl Condie

In Memory of Nancy Carlson 
	 Charles Carlson

In Memory of Joann Cassidy 
	 Marilyn and Larry Lomax

In Memory of Florence Davis 
	 Anonymous

In Honor of Stephen Dover 
	 Stephen and Rebekah Vittori

In Honor of Judy Epps 
	 Ginger and Craig Hill

In Memory of Edward Green 
	 Andrew Green

In Memory of Patrick Gregory 
	 Tom and Barbara Harris

In Honor of Florence Thress Hales 
	 Kenneth Hales

In Honor of Maija Hanebutte 
	 Shema and Ulf Hanebutte

In Memory of Calvin Hays 
	 Lea Urdiales

In Memory of Doloris (Dee) Heltne 
	 Phil and Linda Yates

In Memory of C.J. Hennig 
	 Lydia Wise

In Honor of Kathy Hiden 
	 Grace Balik

In Honor of J. J. McCament 
	 Raelene Rogers

In Honor of Nicole Lee Mikita 
	 Anonymous

In Honor of Joan Momb 
	 Wendy Thompson

In Memory of Neil Momb 
	 Wendy Thompson

In Memory of Beret (Barrie) Mott 
	 Phil and Linda Yates

In Memory of Stanley Palmer 
	 Linda and Jimmy Collins

Please see complete list of donors: 
annualreport.pcls.us

2017 marked the first year 
Pierce County Library System 
delivered services under its 
Strategic Framework, which 
the Library created based 
upon input from more than 
20 community leaders and 
12,000 responses from 
individuals. The Strategic 
Framework guides service 
through Learning, Enjoyment 
and Community initiatives.

As the fourth largest library system 
in Washington state, the nationally 
recognized, award-winning Pierce 
County Library is serving 602,000 
people in fast-growing suburban and 
rural Pierce County. In 2018 the Library 
is having important conversations with 
residents about how it can best meet 
communities’ needs as costs to run the 
Library System are higher than revenues.



COMMUNITY
YOUR Library connects and strengthens 
your communities, so you are engaged 
in your thriving community and are 
optimistic about its future.

Connected community.
A total of 1,400 builders, engineers, 
artists, and all makers and do-it-
your-selfers explored, built, created, 
crafted and coded through displays, 
demonstrations and hands-on activities 
at MakerFest.

Launched Pierce County 
Conversations.
Throughout the county people 
participated in a series of 

new events called Pierce County Conversations— 
becoming part of empowering conversations 
about current topics. The informative discussions 
provided people with the knowledge they need to 
communicate their ideas effectively and participate 
actively in democracy.

ENJOYMENT
YOUR Library helps you enjoy your free 
time, so you discover outlets to offset the 
pressures of daily life and relax.

Motivated summer readers.
With books, e-books and events, thousands of children, 
teens and adults were motivated to read in the Summer 
Reading program.

Instilled the love 
of reading.
•	� Babies and toddlers 

made 48,000 visits to the 
Library’s 2,000 story times 
and early learning classes. 

•	� The CarMax Foundation 
awarded Pierce County 
Library a grant which 
brought KaBOOM! 
Imagination Playground™ 
to children in Pierce 
County. While playing with 
the giant blocks, children 
built math, literacy and 
science skills.

•	� Lucky Day gave people 
choices of best sellers and 
other popular books and 
movies without waiting. 
People checked out 
188,000 Lucky Day items.
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Foundations 
The Barbare Foundation
The Blanke Foundation
Dimmer Family Foundation
Discuren Foundation
The Gottfried and 
   Mary Fuchs Foundation
The Hyde Family Foundation
Elizabeth B. Kelley Fund
Florence B. Kilworth Foundation
D.V. and Ida J. McEachern 
   Charitable Trust

Company $5,000 and above

BNSF Railway Foundation

CHI Franciscan Health

KeyBank Foundation

*Melissa & Doug Company
*Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium
*Northwest Trek Wildlife Park
*Round Table Pizza
*Tacoma Rainiers

Company $2,500 - $4,499

Gordon, Thomas, Honeywell, LLP

Mary Bridge Children’s Hospital

Peer 2 Peer University Inc.

Wells Fargo Bank

Company $1,000 - $2,499
Gray Lumber Company
Hester Law Group, Inc., P.S.
Korsmo Construction
*Pacific Lutheran University
Pediatrics Northwest, P.S.
Point Ruston LLC
Puget Sound Orthopaedics
TOTE Maritime
WalMart
WGW Development/Wayne’s Roofing

Company $500 - $999
*Starbucks
*Danny Vernon, Illusion of Elvis
*Washington State Fair

Company $1 - $499
*CORT Party Rental
*Chipotle Catering
*Fred Meyer 
*Safeway

*Gift in-kind contribution

First Edition Leadership Circle 
$1,000 and above
Donna Albers
Lauren and Timothy Atwill
Henry A. Ball Family
Karen Bellamy
Monica Butler and Peter Philley
John and Susan Conway
David and Sherie Coons
Bob and Kathryn Dalton
Natalie and Robert Findlay
Harold Fish
Friends of Gig Harbor Library
Friends of Lakewood Library
Friends of South Hill Library
Friends of Steilacoom Library
Florence Gallo
Mary and Scotty Getchell
Patricia Haase
Kenneth Hales
Tracy and Lars Harvey
Susan Hecker
Teena Ward Hyde
Marianne Jacobs
Lindsay and Jill Johnston
Reji Kumar and Barbara Nelson
Clara Ladd

Edgar and Betty Larson
Georgia Lomax
Kristy Lonne
Janice and William Ludwig
Liz Lufkin
David and Michelle Massey
J.J. and Jay McCament
Thomas G. Morris
Patricia and Dennis Nyland
Neel Parikh and Patricia Guy
Tim and Vickie Rhee
Laura Sevin
Stan and Judy Stearns
Linda Tieman and Bill Reed
Robert and Celia Warren
Terry and Faye Whitworth
Phil and Linda Yates
Anonymous (2)

Patrons $500 - $999
Robert and LuzMaria Allen
Kayce Austin
Elayne Best
Richard Blanke
Bill and Beth Bruno
Elena Bryan
Charles Carlson
Cynthia and Douglas Chaney
Joan Cooley
Joan Curtis
Janet Dawson
Kit Ellis and Hough Stout
Friends of Summit Library
Joan Gilbert
Robin Gray
Cheree Green
Shema and Ulf Hanebutte
Lisa Haynes
Phyllis Henry
William and Andrea Holt
Andrea Hynes
Paul and Alice Kaltinick
Lisa and John Korsmo
Marilyn and Larry Lomax
Blair and Tami Masenhimer
Petra and Patrick McBride
Bunny Nance
Sheila Ogburn
Don and Nancy Pearson
Kirsti Ruud
Tim and Marcia Sherry
Jim and Cindy Stangl
Meghan Sullivan
Marion Tilley
Monica Turnbaugh
Jim Tuttle and Ruth Ann Mikels
Bryan Weston
Mitch and Mary Ann Woodruff
Anonymous (5)

Patrons $250 - $499
Jeanine Adams
Mark Alastra
Susan Anderson-Newham
Marcia Batchelor
Doug Bayer
Dianne Bechtold
Janet and David Bemiller
Barbara Bitetto
Oliver and Florence Bond
David Boyles
Margaret Braile
Grace Cannon
J. Carter
Barbara Casey
Judy and Roy Caviezel
Scott and Mary Chapman
Melinda Chesbro
Johanna Chestnutt
Linda and Jimmy Collins
Jeff Cortazzo
Linda and Stephen Cossalman
Stan and Christine Cotton
Kim and Michael Curley
Trevor Dennie
Janet Detering
Genevieve Dettmer
Friends of Key Center Library
Friends of Buckley Library
Friends of Orting Library
Andrea Gernon
Michael and Caireen Gordon
Nancy and Bruce Grabinski-Young
Elizabeth Hansen
Anthony Harris
Jenny Hartley
Kim Heggerness
Amy Henry
Nina S. Heritage
Terry and Lynne Hoffman
Joan Hogan
Dorothy Jones
Jenness and Darrell Joque
Jack Kehoe
Joy Kim
Alice Knox
Patricia and John Lantz
Jill and John Lindberg
Steven and Cynthia Litsky
Michael and Marcia Madden
Yvonne Martinec
Pam Mayer
Maureen and Keith Mayo
Kathryn and Conor McCarthy
Karen McGhee
Jennifer Mitchell
Mike and Karen Mixon
Erin and Kipling Morris
Clare Murphy
Lauren Murphy
Judy Nelson

Helen and Philip Nordquist
Nancy Pfefferle
Kyle Putnam
Penny and Marshall Reed
Craig and Marie Richmond
Ted Sanford
Kathy and Joe Scorcio
Steve and Litishia Skatrud
Thalia and Andy Soliman
Carol Stockdale
Joy Stohr
Brenda Tanksley
Gemma and Norman Tate
Cynthia and Fred Thompson
Terry and Jan Torgenrud
Margaret Upshaw
Tom and Kimmer Utterback
Elvin and Doris Vandeberg
Stephen and Rebekah Vittori
Kimberly Waterstraat
Kim Wenner
Sue Weston and James Olp
Young Whang
Ilene Whitman
Richard Woo and Arlene Joe
Anonymous (4)

Patrons $100 - $249
Nancy Ahrens
Kathleen Albro
Fred and Susan Alexander
Elaine Andrews
Kim Archer
Sergio Armijo
Robert and Marilyn Arndt
Steven and Carol Arnold
Allan Avery
Lisa Babbitt
Winifred Bader
Billie Barnett
Alicia Barr
Dennis and Sandy Beachler
Don Bennett
Estelle Bentley
Petronella and Joseph Bentvelzen
Erin and Ryan Bethel
Darin Blackburn
Bruce and Peggy Blocher
Mary Bohn
Monica Bonnell
Mary Ann Boulanger
Elizabeth and Donald Bower
Sherry and Herbert Brooks
Dana Brownfield
Diana and William Browning
Susan and Derek Burney
JB Butler
Robert and Sharon Camner
Richard and Sandra Camp
Patricia Campbell
Carl and Jessica Cannon

PIERCE COUNTY LIBRARY 
FOUNDATION

2017 DONORS

MAKERFEST PIERCE COUNTY



CORE SERVICES
The Library System is committed to 
strengthening its core services for you.

In 2017 we…
Made the e-book and online audiobook 
million checkout club.
Pierce County 
residents love their 
e-books and their 
high checkout rates 
reflect that, earning 
Pierce County 
Library a prestigious 
place in the e-book 
million checkout 
club. Pierce County 
Library was one of 
58 library systems 
to make the list out 
of 38,000 library systems in the U.S., Canada, Singapore 
and New Zealand. Pierce County residents checked 
out 1,023,610 e-books and online audiobooks, which 
averaged more than 2,800 a day!

Improved movie 
browsing.
Made finding and 
getting movies faster and 
easier for the public in 
four libraries by moving 
movies from vending 
machines to shelves. In 
2018 all libraries will 
have movies on shelves 
versus inside vending 
machines.

Upgraded furnishings.
Upgraded restrooms in Eatonville and Summit Pierce 
County Libraries, and carpet in the Lakewood and 
Parkland/Spanaway Pierce County Libraries’ meeting 
rooms which were very old and worn. Made University 
Place Pierce County Library Help Desk more accessible.

Capital improvement
projects

3¢

Administration, 
Finance, Human Resources

6¢

Buildings, 
property, vehicles

11¢

Contracts, leases, 
insurance, supplies

3¢

Library open hours and 
services to the public

54¢

Books, movies, 
music and more

13¢

Technology

10¢

THANK YOU FOR 
INVESTING IN YOUR 
LIBRARY SYSTEM
Property taxes provide 94 percent of the funds for the 
Library System. By state law, library systems may collect 
up to 50 cents per every $1,000 of a property’s 
assessed value.

In 2017 the Library System collected 46.70 cents per every 
$1,000 of a property’s assessed value, and in 2018 the 
rate dropped to 42.97 cents.

In recent years, costs to run the Library have been 
increasing by 4-7 percent a year, while revenues have 
been increasing at a rate of 1-3 percent. Growing 
communities have outgrown and high use has worn many 
library buildings.

Total revenues: $30,771,221. 

Total expenditures: $30,769,488.

Full budget @ piercecountylibrary.org/about-us/administration/finance

LIBRARY SYSTEM’S 
COMMITMENT TO YOU

In 2018 we are focusing on…
Reading Community:

•	 Personalized reading recommendations for you

•	 Pierce County READS and author events

•	� E-newsletters featuring books and movies specific 
to your interests

Growth and Curiosity:

•	� 3D printing and 
STEM classes

•	� Microsoft certification

Engage in community:

•	�� MakerFest and Pierce 
County Conversations

•	� Teen summer volunteer 
opportunities and 
job-skills training

•	� Mental Health First Aid training

Core services:

•	� Easier public meeting room booking

•	� Mobile app for easier 
access to services and 
library catalog

•	� Improved how you 
recommend books you 
want the Library to buy

2017 ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

PIERCE COUNTY L IBRARY SYSTEM

L E A R N I N G  •  E N J O Y M E N T  •  C O M M U N I T Y L E A R N I N G  •  E N J O Y M E N T  •  C O M M U N I T Y

Foundation and Friends contributions:
The Foundation supported many important programs 
including Pierce County READS and Summer Reading, 
keeping thousands of students and adults reading all 
summer. The Foundation also supported Baby Books to 
Go, ready-to-go bags filled with board books and activity 
sheets, to further help children on a positive path for 
growth and curiosity.

The generous contributions from thousands of individuals, 
corporations and private foundations to Pierce 
County Library Foundation and Friends of the library 
organizations help to further support learning, reading 
and community services.

Foundation donations: $353,629 from 1,088 donors

Friends' donations from 17 organizations: $109,225


