
 

NEWS RELEASE 
 

Oct. 18, 2022 

 

Contact: Mary Getchell, Marketing and Communications Director 

253-548-3428-office; 253-229-4477-mobile 

 

 
  3005 112th St. E.  • Tacoma, WA 98446 -2215 • 253-548-3300 • piercecountylibrary.org 

Lakewood Pierce County Library to serve community in interim location 
 

PIERCE COUNTY, Washington – The Lakewood Pierce County Library has secured a property for 

an interim library location on Gravelly Lake Dr. S.W. and Alfaretta St. S.W., a few blocks north of 

the current Lakewood Library. 

 

After a comprehensive review of available properties and retail spaces available, the Pierce County 

Library System selected this location given its proximity to public transportation, convenient location in 

the downtown, enough room for adequate parking, and being able to support the nearby elementary 

school.  

 

The Library System intends to install an approximately 7,000-10,000 square-foot library on the property. 

The interim library will offer full services including browsing shelves and checking out books and 

movies, using computers and Wi-Fi, participating in classes and events for all ages, as well as spaces for 

reading, studying and public meetings.  

 

This is the fastest solution in the shortest period. The Library System will lease the ground, and own the 

building, which is estimated to cost approximately $4 million.  

 

The Library System is continuing to work in partnership with the City of Lakewood to move forward 

with plans for the interim library.  

 

 

Community Advisory Committee 

The interim library will allow the public to have the full range of access to library services while a long-

term decision about Lakewood and Tillicum Pierce County Libraries is being determined. A community 

advisory committee, created by the Library System and the City of Lakewood, is reviewing options for 

how to provide quality library services in the long term for Lakewood and Tillicum. The committee is 

slated to provide its recommendation to the Library’s Board of Trustees and Lakewood City Council in 

November. With the Board of Trustees deciding on next steps for the Lakewood and Tillicum Libraries.  

 

Current Lakewood Library Services 

The Library System is offering pop-up libraries and services with community partners throughout 

Lakewood. People can check out books, movies and other materials as well as participate in classes and 

events at the pop-up libraries and community places. See locations and dates on the Library’s website at 

lakewoodlib.pcls.us.  

 

Lakewood Library on Wildaire Road S.W. 

In June, the Library System closed the aging Lakewood Library because it was in critical and unsafe 

condition and needed significant maintenance and repair.  
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Engineers now project the building needs approximately $22 million in repairs and replacements, to 

bring the 59-year-old building up to code for safety with seismic engineering and fire, as well as systems 

such as mechanical, electrical and plumbing. This September 2022 structural engineering report is more 

in-depth than a 2021 architects’ building condition assessment that estimated the current building 

required $10 million-$15 million in repairs for improved safety and access, including replacing the roof, 

HVAC and plumbing.  

 

Appraisers estimated the value of the current property at $1.5 million. 

 
 

About Pierce County Library System  

The nationally acclaimed Pierce County Library System serves 634,000 people throughout Pierce County with 19 

libraries and online services. The system is the fourth largest in the state and is funded primarily through property 

taxes. People may choose from more than one million books, e-books, audiobooks, movies and other materials. 

Pierce County Library is committed to directing services in three primary areas: learning, enjoyment and 

community connection. Its services and programs spark success for Pierce County residents. More than 2 million 

people visit Pierce County Libraries each year. The Library provides services and programs directly to people in 

adult care facilities, people who are homebound, and to children in childcare centers and schools. Pierce County 

Libraries are located at Anderson Island, Bonney Lake, Buckley, DuPont, Eatonville, Fife, Gig Harbor, Graham, 

Key Center, Lakewood, Milton/Edgewood, Orting, Parkland/Spanaway, South Hill, Steilacoom, Summit, Sumner, 

Tillicum and University Place. Pierce County Library is an independent municipal corporation and operates as a 

junior taxing district. 

piercecountylibrary.org 

facebook.com/PierceCoLibrary 

twitter.com/PierceCoLibrary 
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