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How to provide quality library services in Lakewood? 
 
PIERCE COUNTY, Washington – The Pierce County Library System and the City of Lakewood want 
to hear Lakewood residents’ ideas and opinions about providing quality library services. They encourage 
Lakewood residents to complete a survey to share their ideas and opinions about quality library services 
in welcoming spaces. 
 
People may take the survey online or, pick it up at Lakewood City Hall or Steilacoom, Tillicum or 
University Place Pierce County Libraries. Please complete the survey by Aug. 19. The Lakewood 
Library Buildings Community Advisory Committee will review the input from the survey as part of its 
overall assessment for library services. 
 
The community advisory committee will conduct its second meeting on Friday, Aug. 12, 2 to 4 p.m.; 
the volunteer committee will discuss the best uses for library spaces as well as quality services for 
communities. 
 
Watch in-person at the Pierce County Library’s Administrative Center, 3005 112th St. E., Tacoma or 
join the meeting via Zoom: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88277396034 Meeting ID: 882 7739 6034 or on 
the phone: 253 215 8782 and enter the meeting ID: 882 7739 6034. 
 
“We are grateful to these volunteers for giving their time and attention to reviewing information and 
community input to help us determine how to best provide quality library services in Lakewood,” said 
Pierce County Library System Executive Director Gretchen Caserotti.  
 
At the August meeting, architects from BuildingWork, who have assessed the Lakewood Pierce County 
Library, will share information about the use of contemporary library spaces. The architects will give an 
overview of best practices in modern public library design. Also, a representative from Pierce County 
Library will share information about some of the best uses for spaces in libraries for people of all ages, 
allowing for spaces with quiet reading and studying and spaces for more active and noisier collaborative 
activities. 
 
The information will help the committee as they continue to evaluate the best steps forward to provide 
quality library services for Lakewood and Tillicum. 
 
The Lakewood Library Buildings Community Advisory Committee is charged with the following: 
 

• Understanding public input from 2019.  
• Assessing public input gathered this summer in surveys, interviews and at public events. 
• Reviewing the significant building needs. 
• Providing advice to the Library System about how it could best provide library services for 

Lakewood. 
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For the Lakewood Library, the committee is expected to recommend whether to: 
 

• Retain the current facility. 
• Build a new library on a different site. 
• Build a new library on the current site. 
• Renovate another building elsewhere in the community. 

 
For the Tillicum Library, the committee is expected to recommend whether to: 
 

• Retain the current facility. 
• Build a new library on a different site. 

 
The Library System closed the Lakewood Library and is preparing for services in a temporary location. 
Architects’ building condition assessment estimated the building requires $10 million-$15 million in 
repairs for improved safety and access, including replacing the roof and damage throughout the building 
from the leaky roof, replacing the elevator, HVAC replacement, plumbing system replacement, 
windows/door upgrades, and many other needed improvements. Appraisers estimated the value of the 
current building at $1.5 million. 
 
The committee is projected to give its recommendation to the Library Board of Trustees and City 
Council in fall 2022. The Board of Trustees will determine next steps. 
 
 
About Pierce County Library System  
The nationally acclaimed Pierce County Library System serves 634,000 people throughout Pierce County with 19 
libraries and online services. The system is the fourth largest in the state and property taxes are the main funding 
source. People may choose from more than one million books, e-books, audiobooks, movies and other materials. 
Pierce County Library is committed to directing services in three primary areas: learning, enjoyment and 
community connection. Its services and programs spark success for Pierce County residents. More than 2 million 
people visit Pierce County Libraries each year. The Library provides services and programs directly to people in 
adult care facilities, people who are homebound, and to children in childcare centers and schools. Pierce County 
Libraries are located at Anderson Island, Bonney Lake, Buckley, DuPont, Eatonville, Fife, Gig Harbor, Graham, 
Key Center, Lakewood, Milton/Edgewood, Orting, Parkland/Spanaway, South Hill, Steilacoom, Summit, Sumner, 
Tillicum and University Place. Pierce County Library is an independent municipal corporation and operates as a 
junior taxing district.  
piercecountylibrary.org    
facebook.com/PierceCoLibrary 
twitter.com/PierceCoLibrary 
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